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[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 5.] 

ONE reason, doubtless, why the Jews were neglectful in regard to this 
principle was because of the sneers and ridicule heaped upon them by 
those around them who were not of them, who did not understand the 
purposes of Jehovah, and probably tried to make the Jews believe they 
were being oppressed and imposed upon; that these Priests and Levites 
were “lazy dignities,” indolent, tyrannical; that they should work like the 
rest of their fellows, and ought not to be supported. I have no doubt 
that such arguments were used, and because of these seducing spirits 
many fell away, neglected the law, and came under the condemnation 
which Malachi pronounced upon them. 

But Malachi speaks of another principle, that of offerings, He says, 
“Ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In 
tithes and offerings.” What are we to understand by “offerings?” Some- 
thing distinct, it would seem, from tithing. 

Now, suppose we come down to our own day. The principle of tithing 
has been revealed to this Church. We are latter-day Israel. We are the 
descendants of that Abraham who gave tithes to Melchisedek. We area 
peculiar people, chosen that we might introduce these laws anew in the 
latter days. A few years after the Church was organized, the principle of 
tithing was revealed to the Prophet Joseph. I could read to you, if I 
chose, the law of the Lord upon this subject, given in July, 1838, in 
response to the question as to how much He required of His people as a 
tithing. He said that He required them to put all their surplus property 
into the hands of the Bishop of the Church, and that should be the 
beginning of the tithing of His people; after that, He required a tenth of 
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their increase annually. Those who observed this law would sanctify the 
land under their feet and make it a land of Zion, and unto those who 
did not do so it should not be a land of Zion. The purpose for which 
the tithing was to be paid is pointed out; it was for the support of the 
Priesthood who should give their time to the work of the Lord, to the 
preaching of the Gospel, to the administration of sacred ordinances, and 
who did not have time to engage in temporal pursuits, whereby to support 
their families or to amass riches; also for the laying of the foundations of 
Zion, and the general furtherance of the work of the Lord. But there is 
no mention there of offerings. We know, however, that we are required 
to give offerings as well as to pay tithes. It isa principle as old as the 
days of} Malachi, and older. Why are offerings necessary as well as tith- 
ing? i is’ because, to use the words of the Savior, “the poor ye have 
always with you.” Every bishop in this Church knows what that means. 
Every man of God knows what it signifies. “The poor ye have always 
with you.” And fast-days are instituted, upon which the people are 
required to come together and bestow their offerings for the benefit of the 
poor. I understand the principle of fasting to be this: That we abstain 
from food upon the fast-day, thereby permitting our spirits to gain the 
ascendency over the flesh. We can think better, we can see more clearly, 
our minds are brighter, and our bodies actually stronger afterwards, as 
the result of denying them food at such times. And we are told to take 
the cost of the support of ourselves and our families on that day—just 
what we would expend to sustain our households for one day in each 
month—and lay it before the bishop as an offering, that he may have 
means wherewith to support the poor, to provide them with coal, flour, 
meat, or whatever is necessary to keep them from suffering. But what is 
the situation to-day? I heard it said in this stand only a short time ago, 
that so far as fast-offerings were concerned, the average sum paid by each 
member of this Stake of Zion for the past six months was thirteen and 
one-half cents. Will such an offering be acceptable to Him who has said 
that if we withold these things we rob Him? And what is the cause of 
it? Is it because we are narrow, stingy, and mean? Ido not think so. 
My experience with the Latter-day Saints has taught me that they area 
warm-hearted people, that they love to give to the poor, and the more 
they have to bestow the better they are pleased. But one reason is that 
many do not think, do not stop to_reason, and many are ignorant of these 
matters. We have our fast-meetings once a month. The first Thursday 
in every month is the appointed fast-day. How many attend these meet- 
ings? Itis better now than it was a few years ago, when perhaps eight 
or ten aged sisters and two or three brethren would come together and go 
through the form of holding a fast-meeting, and the bishop would receive 
about one-fifth of what he needed to sustain the poor that were under his 
watchcare. To-day it is better; but it is not good enough yet. The 
bishops do not receive half what they require for the poor, and the result 
is that the presiding bishop and the general authorities are called upon 
for Church funds which have been gathered and are needed for other 
purposes, to keep the indigent from suffering.’ ;During ;the past six 
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months over twenty thousand dollars were disbursed to the poor in this 
stake of Zion, but only four or five thousand dollars of it represented the 
fast-offerings; an average of thirteen and one-half cents per capita. And 
why do not the people come to the fast-meetings? Some of them cannot. 
They are in bondage, as it were. They work for those who will not release 
them on that day. But there is no employer who will, or can, prevent an 
employe, who is a Latter-day Saint, from sending his offering to the fast- 
meeting, if he cannot take it himself. Many do not come where they can be 
taught these things. Hundreds of Latter-day Saints, who would willingly 
give these offerings if reminded of them, do not attend their ward meetings. 
You never see them there. They may be here at the Tabernacle, but they 
do not come to their Sunday evening meetings, where their bishops can 
talk to them; and not being reminded of these things, they forget them. 
You meet such a one on the streets and tell him that he has not given 
anything to the poor for a year and he will say, “That is true; but I will 
give something; call around and get it.” Then that sets the bishop to 
thinking as to how much time he has to go around asa collector. He has 
his own family to look after, his own living to earn, and if he did nothing 
but “call around” once a month on all these people to gather up their 
donations, it would consume all his time and his own family would suffer. 
He would be one of the poor himself. It is the duty of Latter-day Saints 
who cannot come to fast-meetings, who are bound in some way that pre- 
vents them, to remember that on the first Thursday of every month an 
offering is due to the poor, and they should send it to the bishop, who is 
the disbursing agent, and not ask him to call for it. He has about all he 
can do as'itis. But I think that many of the bishops would be glad to 
call for it, if they thought they could get it even in that manner. 
Brethren and sisters, [ learn from the teachings of the Prophet Malachi 
that there are two things which we have no right to call our own—tithes 
and offerings. They belong to the Lord, and if we withhold them, either 
by wilful neglect, or by forgetfulness and indifference, we are robbing the 
Creator, to whom we owe all things. There is a principle—and it will yet 
be observed by this people—that will require of them not only a poor 
tenth of their increase, but all that they have, the dearest and most 
precious things that they have. There is a day coming when this people 
will consecrate unto the Lord, not merely a tenth, not merely a few dollars 
each month, but all that they possess. They will lay their very souls upon 
the altar, and say to the Almighty, “Father, use me and all that I have as 
seemeth best unto thee.” There shall be no poor in Zion then, for all shall 
be equal from the least unto the greatest. That day will come and it will 
purify the sons of Levi and purge thein as gold and silver, until they 
offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. That day will come and 
it will burn as an oven, and the proud and all that do wickedly, who walk 
with haughty and outstretched necks, glorying in their wealth, despising 
the poor and neglecting to feed and clothe them, shall be as stubble, and 
the day of the Lord will burn them up and leave them neither root nor 
branch. What right have men to roll in millions, and gaze upon their 
starving and freezing fellow creatures? None of us can countenance 
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anarchy; but we can begin to see how the prophecies of Joseph Smith, in 
relation to certain things, can come to pass. A time will come when men, 
seeing their wives and little ones in want and misery, while others are 
amassing millions and leaving it to their children to quarrel over, having 
no heart, no feeling for the sufferings of those around them—the day will 
come when these elements will arise, the masses against the classes, and 
there will be enacted upon this stage of time such scenes as history has 
never before witnessed. Unless these evils are repented of, unless the rich 
feel for the poor, open their hearts, and do as God has directed, these calam- 
ities will come as a judgment, as a retribution, and men will pull them 
down upon their own heads. 

Let us, Latter-day Saints, take time by the forelock. Let us practice 
the principles that will broaden our souls while we impart to the poor 
that which they need to keep body and soul together. Let us live the 
laws which God has instituted for the salvation of His people and of the 
world, and be prepared against that day when everything that can be 
shaken will be shaken. Before God what can we call our own? If he has 
given any man a gift to acquire wealth, is not that as much a gift from 
God asa gift to write, to preach, or to play upon a musical instrument? 
Are these not all gifts of God? And what did He bestow them for? That 
& man might aggrandize himself, and take no interest in any one outside 
of his own narrow circle? No. A man who has a gift to make money owes 
the exercise of that gift to the community in which he lives, just as much 
as the man who writes for a newspaper, or who composes a poem or a 
piece of music. “The laborer in Zion shall labor for Zion, for if they labor 
for money they shall perish.” It is given to him as a talent, to be used for 
the benefit of those around him—the whole community—and not merely for 
himself and his family. That principle of “God bless me and my wife, my 
son John and his wife, us four and no more,” is false. It is contrary to 
the spirit of the Gospel and to everything true under the sun. God is 
interested in the salvation of all men; and the only reason He chose tbis 
people, or the descendants of Abraham in any age, was that He might 
work through them for the salvation of the race. Let us seek to exemplify 
these noble and saving principles, realizing that we are nothing but 
stewards and trustees, agents of the Almighty. We do not own anything. 
Naked came we into the world, naked will we go out of it. The only 
thing we can carry away with us is the experience we have gained, the 
intelligence we have acquired; and the surest and best way to acquire 
wisdom and intelligence is to keep the commandments of God, and prac- | 
tice the principles that will lead to our temporal and spiritual salvation. 
We do not own the tabernacles in which we are clothed. The earth is the 
Lord’s and the fulness thereof. The very dust that composes our bodies 
is a portion of God’s footstool, and our spirits are but sparks from His 
eternal flame. Let us so live and labor, and make such a use of our time 
and talents that we may be able to render an acceptable account of our 
stewardship here below,—be prepared for the great day of the Lord, the 
glorious rising of the Sun of Righteousness. This is my prayer and desire, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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MEXICAN REBELS AND “MORMON” COLONISTS. 


THE insurgents in Mexico during the month of November, threatened the 
settlements of the Latter-day Saints in Mexico, and a correspondent of 
the Deseret News, writing from Colonia Juarez, Mexico, under date of 
November 20, gives the following interesting account of the trouble up to 
that date: 

“For some days we had been informed that the rebels who had robbed 
the Polomas custom house were coming in this direction and the Presi- 
dente of Casas Grandes issued orders to Presidente (our civil officer or 
mayor) Henry Eyring for us to place ourselves in readiness to resist an 
attack and to defend ourselves. 

“Presidente Eyring immediately issued orders to Chief of Police Miles 
P. Romney and aids to arrange a special police force for immediate service, 
which was promptly done. 

“Elder George Teasdale, of the Council of the Apostles, was here and 
advised that no blood should be shed except in absolute self-defence. 

“On the sixteenth as two of our boys were returning from Sonora they 
saw a party of the rebels in the vicinity of Ramus and talked with two 
of them, who said that they were a party who had come over from the 
United States. Guards and sentinels were detailed by Chief Romney and 
placed on duty to protect the town. On the following morning Policemen 
O. P. Brown, Amos Cox and Carl E. Neilson were sent out as scouts to 
ascertain the position of the rebels. During the forenoon three of the 
latter came into Juarez, visiting the outside houses and making inquities 
in regard to our store, etc. One of the scouts returned, following these 
men in order to notify the people, and arrived in the town at the same 
time. The rebels seeing armed men in the streets instantly started on a 
fast gallop up the hills out of town, C. E. Neilson following. The chief 
ordered Policeman B. Stowell to take a body of mounted men and proceed 
to the vicinity of the camp of the enemy and carefully watch every move 
but not to provoke hostilities, and to fire upon them only in self-defence. 
While this was occurring Policemen Brown and Cox had proceeded about 
six miles north from Juarez, where they were, without warning, confronted 
by the muzzles of three rifles in the hands ofjthree rebel sentinels who had 
been concealed by rocks. Instantly the police presented cocked rifles at 
the rebels, upon which one of the latter threw up his hand as a signal 
that he wished to talk. The camp of the rebels was in a ravine a short 
distance away. While standing in this position the rebels stated that 
they did not wish to kill any one and felt much concerned about the three 
men who had gone to town. The brethren, after talking a few minutes, 
walked back with rifles presented and started towards town. 

“Policeman Stowell and party, at full speed on their horses, were met 
by Brown and Cox and all proceeded to a position near the enemy’s camp. 
Suddenly a party of the rebels charged upon them. After retreating toa 
safe position they dismounted and presented cocked rifles, which caused 
the enemy to halt and signify that they wished to talk. As we could not 
lawfully treat with them no conversation was indulged in. The police 
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then watched their movements until the rebels started in a body up the 
Piedros Verde river, the scouts following until they left the river, turning 
into the mountains in a southerly direction. 

“A strong guard was kept during the night and early on the following 
day Policemen Orson P. Brown, Brigham Stowell, H. J. Judd, Amos Cox, 
E. L. Taylor, Carl E. Neilson and Peter C. Wood, Brown in command, were 
sent to see whether the rebels had passed on through the country. On 
the way it was found where they had stopped to kill a beef and cook por- 
tions of it. Following the trail until after noon the police found them- 
selves within one hundred and fifty yards of the rebel camp. Sentries 
were stationed in the rocks all around them, the camp being in a very low 
pass, rocks and trees surrounding it, about four miles in a westerly direc- 
tion from Juarez. 

“Without a moment’s hesitation the rebels fired upon the scouts from 
three directions, and from the sound of Hying bullets, these seemed as 
thick as hail falling around them. There was no possible chance to re- 
treat. The only way of escape was to ride along the side of a steep rocky 
hill, within range of the camp and the entire force of rebels. The police 
were tried men, and there was no hesitation. The horses were urged into 
@ run, and it truly was a race for life, with bullets pouring around them 
at every jump of their horses over the volcanic rocks. One unlucky step 
of a horse meant death to the rider unless a miracle almost was wrought. 
H. J. Judd’s horse stumbled and fell, when a wild shout arose from every 
rebel throat, echoing through the trees, rocks and hills, but only for a 
moment, for Judd had recovered from the fall and was again speeding 
after his comrades. 

“An eminence was gained by the scouts, where they dismounted, and 
the ringing of their rifles soon mingled with that of their pursuers, but 
with more deadly effect. One, two, three of the rebels were seen to fall, 
some of them to rise no more. This staggered the rapidly advancing foe 
and repulsed them. The police sent one of their number to inform the 
people of Juarez that probably an attack would be made on the town, 
while the other six waited two hours watching the movements of the 
enemy, caring for the dead and wounded, after which the scouts retired to 
Juarez. 

“Anxious eyes had been watching the western hills all day, when a 
horseman at full speed arrived from the scene of action and made his re- 
port. Instantly the signal bell was heard and armed men were soon com- 
ing from all directions ready to repel an attack. The women and children 
from the west half of town were taken over the river, which was made the 
line of defence. Sentinels were placed along the stream, mounted patrol- 
men were sent to the hills one mile from town, and when darkness came 
all needful preparations for defence were ready and scarcely a sound could 
be heard within town limits as the faithful sentinel paced his beat. Every 
man and boy of those able to handle a gun responded to the call and all 
slept upon their arms at guard stations. As the rebels, like Indians, usu- 
ally attack at early dawn, the chief of police issued orders that every man 
should be awake and at his post an hour before daylight. At the stated 
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time all were ready, the mounted police being drawn up in front of the 
store, ready to proceed to any part of the defence where their services were 
needed. There was no fear or excitement. 

“The morning passed, and during the day we heard that the enemy had 
departed. This morning we sent out scouts to ascertain if such was the 
case. On returning they reported that the rebels had left, leaving in their 
camp much of the two beeves they had killed and dressed, giving evidence 
that they had probably wounded to carry, and also that they had hurriedly 
left their encampment for fear of a return of our scouts with reinforce- 
ments. 

“We are pleased to state that our settlement is fairly well armed, and in 
times of trouble good discipline is observed by all the brethren, which 
tends much towards our safety in these lands.” 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


Twelve men have been killed at the Carnegie Company’s works, Mulhall, Pittsburg, 
U. 8S. A., owing to the collapse of a recently constructed furnace, | 

During the course of a quarrel at Bolton, England, December 23, 1893, a pensioner, named 
M’Dermott, kicked his wife so brutally that she died about a quarter of an hour later. 

An immense fall of reef occurred in the City and Suburban Gold Mine, Johannesburg, 
Cape Colony, December 4, 1893. Eighty-one Kaffirs were killed and ten seriously injured. 

According to statistics just published there are in Russia altogether 14,000,000 children 
of school age, and ont of this number 10,000,000 remain without any instruction what- 
ever. 


The feeling of alarm in Barcelona, Spain, as a result of the recent bomb outrages, 
is rapidly extending, and most of the theatres are closed, while trade and industry are 
paralysed. 

A terrible storm has visited Nagasaki, Japan, whereby 2,500 buildings have been 
wrecked, twenty-three persons killed and many injured. A great amount of damage was 
done all along the coast. 

At Hazleton, Pennsylvania, some Austrians attempted to blow up a Polish wedding 
party by dynamite. A riot ensued in which fire-arms were freely used on both sides, and 
twelve persons were shot, four of them fatally. 

The premises of Messrs. Hovey and Sons, drapers, Sheffield, England, were destroyed 
by fire, December 21, 1893, and sixty assistants who were asleep in the building at the time 
were rescued with great difficulty. The flames spread to six adjoining business houses, 
and these also were gutted. The damage is estimated at £500,000. 

President Cleveland’s message on Hawaiian affairs with correspondence on the subject, 
was delivered to both Houses of Congress December 18, 1893. The message contains an 
elaborate review of the late occurrences in Hawaii. The President states in substance that 
he is unable to report any definite change in the actual situation, and is convinced that 
the difficulties recently arising render it imperative to refer the matter to the broader 
authority of Congress. After recalling the facts of the revolt, President Cleveland says 
that Mr. Willis, the American minister, was directed to aid in the restoration of the 
Queen, provided an amnesty was granted to all concerned in the establishment of the 
provisional government. These conditions did not prove acceptable to the Queen, and 
she was informed that they would be insisted upon, and unless acceded to the American 
minister would desist from his efforts to effect a restoration of the monarchy. The mes- 
sage concludes by stating that the Queen has not as yet yielded her acquiescence to the 
proposals. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 1894. 


A LOSING CAUSE. 


Srvce the disestablishment of the Church of Rome in England, that church 
has looked upon this country and its people with longing eyes. This land 
would prove arich addition to those already acknowledging the supremacy 
of the Holy See in all religious controversy. To the Catholic Church res- 
toration would prove the occasion of a great jubilee. The Roman clergy 
have abided their time and have watched, with feelings akin to joy, the 
change of sentiment gradually developing among the people, meantime 
laboring quietly but no less zealously and effectively, to accomplish the 
restoration of papal power in England. 

- Almost daily evidences are forthcoming, demonstrating that the seed of 
disestablishment of the Church of England has by no means fallen in an 
altogether unfruitful soil. A sentiment appears to be growing among the 
people, both of the higher and lower classes, which promises well for 
Catholicism. This sentiment certainly leans much toward disestablish- 
ment, or the abolishment of a state-religion, though very few are willing 
to admit that the tenets and practices of the Roman Catholic Church 
strike a responsive chord in their hearts. Yet the people have to a great 
extent lost that horror with which “popery,” or “papistry” had been re- 
garded from the time of the Reformation until a few decades ago, and that 
horror is yearly growing less. If absolute acceptance of Catholicism is 
not the final result, an amalgamation between the two churches, like the 
union of Christianity and heathenism shortly after the death of the apos- 
tles, may take place. 

English churchmen reluctantly acknowledge that they are losing their 
influence over the people and they are viewing with alarm the corresponding 
satisfaction exhibited by their opponents, the Catholic clergy. They 
speak of the matter openly in their church papers and in the daily press; 
they warn the people, and some of the more prudent seek to repair the 
damage done, though so carefully has the undermining been carried on 
that, though the structure still stands, only a favorable opportunity to 
strike a blow is necessary to hurl the weakened institution into the gulf 
of dissolution. In the fall a bitter struggle will doubtless occur, for, 
though now meeting the onslaught in a half-hearted way, the English 
clergy, when they see their profession, their livelihood in fact, slipping 
away from them, will not succumb without an effort to save them- 
selves. 

With consternation the English clergy note the indifference to the teach- 
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ings of their church, and among themselves they admit the inefficacy of 
the religion they offer in satisfying the wants of the masses. Large and 
beautiful edifices reared at a great cost stand almost empty. Indifference 
to any preparation for a future life is everywhere growing and the priests 
seem powerless to awaken the people from their lethargy. Their dead 
dogmas, devoid of life, furnish no spiritual nourishment for the people 
who turn with loathing from the chaff offered them. Various expedients 
have been, and are being, tried to overcome this aversion. Some pastors 
propose the use of magic lanterns and stereopticons wherewith to illus- 
trate their sermons, in the hope that by adding a little oil to the old 
diet they may be able to persuade ‘the people that the husks are still 
palatable—that while a form of godliness is all that is offered it shall be 
presented in the most attractive and entertaining style, the most pleasing 
to the senses. 

These, or similar expedients, can avert the danger only for a time, 
as the crash seems almost inevitable. The inconsistencies taught in the 
articles of faith of the Church of England have grown distasteful. The 
people, unable to reconcile them with reason have abandoned the attempt 
and many have even ceased to think for themselves on religious matters, 
preferring that the priests should do the thinking for them. Mere belief 
in Christ is taught as the only thing essential to salvation. As this belief 
may be practiced in the Catholic as well as the English churches, and the 
clergy of the former exercise a closer guardianship over the temporal wel- 
fare of their flocks, and insist on doing the thinking as to the interpreta- 
tion of the scriptures, how natural that the people should turn to Catholi- 
cism! When the “Mormon” Elders visit families in Catholic districts in 
this land, these families not only decline to read the tracts tendered, but 
even refuse to admit the pamphlets into their homes, giving as a reason 
that they have been forbidden to read any tracts not approved by their 
reverend shepherd. More need not be said to prove the powerful influence 
of the Roman clergy over the hearts of the people. Thus bound in fetters 
the gospel principles have no impression upon them—they are not given a 
hearing. 

Not receiving satisfaction from the ritual of the English church, caring 
nothing for its incomprehensive tenets, the people have begun to grumble 
at being forced, by state-enactment, to support that in which they have no 
interest. This ominous sound, ominous at least to the clergy, is growing 
louder each year and will soon find utterance in the open advocacy of the 
disestablishment of the Church of England. It is even true that in Wales 
the battle has commenced, as from there will be introduced in the next 
parliament a bill for the disestablishment and disendowment of the 
church in Wales. The bishop of St. Asaph calls this a declaration of war 
against the Church of England. He bravely takes up the gauntlet as 
defender of a losing cause and prepares for the affray, declaring that he 
will so labor among his people that every man in his diocese, “who will at 
no distant date be called upon to pronounce judgment on this question, 
shall have an opportunity of doing so with the case of the church 
thoroughly placed before him.” 
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Whether the disestablishment of the Church of England means a return 
of the masses to the sceptre of the Pope, or the launching of their craft 
upon the sea of infidelity, is difficult to say. The former seems the more 
probable, at least it is so viewed by Catholic writers, who are gradually 
throwing off the reserve under which their work of dissolution has been 
progressing. We will quote an extract of but one of several articles on 
this great question, which reveals the whole truth. It appears in the 
December number of the Nineteenth Century, and is from the :pen of 
Professor St. George Mivart, a devout adherent of the Pope, and is as 
follows: 

The English people are sadly inaccessible to the Catholic clergy, on 
account of old habits and traditional prejudices; and modern Catholic 
worship is often strange and repellant to them. But the Ritualistic 
Ministers of the Establishment can easily obtain a hearing, and succeed in 
scattering the good seed of Roman doctrine far and wide. We now 
frequently meet with devout practices which, forty years ago, were un- 
heard of, save to be denounced and scouted, outside the small Catholic 
body. But Ritualists are rapidly making the word “Protestant” to stink 
in the nostrils of their congregations, and causing them to regard it as a 
detestable form of belief. Thus, not only are our ancient Churches being 
renovated and decorated in the Roman spirit, and so prepared for us, but 
congregations to fill them are also being gathered together. The devout 
and noble-minded men who form the advance party are preparing the way 
for a great increase of the Catholic Church in England. 


English church writers admit the truth of the above. The Colonial and 
Continental Church Society has issued a circular asking for pecuniary aid, 
declaring that “Rome is striving with all her might to undo the Reforma- 
tion, and many in our own Church, both clergy and laity, are helping her 
in every possible way both at home and abroad. There is, therefore, urgent 
need for the strengthening and extension of the Society’s work, for, come 
what will, it will remain faithful to the word of truth, and boldly and 
fearlessly, but lovingly, continue to do everything possible, not only to 
stem the tide of popish error and remove the mists of medieval darkness, 
but to propagate the truth wherever its influence can be exerted.” 

The English Churchman, commenting on the circular says: “We rejoice 
to be able to quote such bold and uncompromising language from one of 
our great Evangelical societies, especially at such a time as this.” 

It would seem strange if the English people, after 400 years of protes- 
tantism, should return to Catholicism; but it must be remembered that 
protestantism owed much of its success to the vices and indulgencies that 
had crept into the Church of Rome, and against which the Reformers 
thundered their anathemas, thereby securing a large and enthusiastic 
following. The Church of Rome then took warning and inaugurated a 
reformation within herself. Thus protestantism lost its strong weapon, for 
no protestant minister can successfully defend against Catholicism, by the 
Word of God, the position taken in the confession of faith accepted by the 
Church of England. Hence, as soon as the bitterness, due to former 
practices, and nourished by the traditions of centuries, has passed away, 
the vitality and power of Catholic teachings will become apparent, and 
the doctrines of the Roman church may be re-established. J. V. B. 
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TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. 


Don C. W. Musser, of Salt Lake City, who is on a mission in Turkey, is 
at present visiting Palestine and has written several interesting letters - 
to Utah papers, describing places named in sacred history, which are 
sufficiently interesting to find a place in the MILLENNIAL Star. He writes: 

Jericho lies 1,400 feet below the Mediterranean and was hot enough 
when I was there to roast a Fourth of July barbecue. It is without a re- 
deeming feature and is the most God-forsaken wilderness I ever saw. Yet 
it was not always thus for there was a time when Jericho was the pride 
of the world and visitors to-day are astonished to note the change it has 
undergone. Just 3,344 years ago Joshua stood on yonder knoll, surround- 
ed by the blackened and smoking ruins of proud and wicked Jericho and 
said: “Cursed be the man before the Lord, that riseth up and buildeth 
this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his first born, and 
in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it.” There was not one 
man in all Israel who dared to attempt the rebuilding of this fallen city 
after hearing Joshua’s prophecy, and so for the next five hundred years 
desolation held supreme reign among the marble ruins now grown over 
with grass and trees. The jackal and panther took up their abode here 
and lived undisturbed, for not even the wandering sons of Ishmael dared 
pitch their tents near these ruins out of fear of Nimrod’s ghost who was, 
it is said, in the habit of paying nightly visits to this weird place. About 
533 years after its destruction Hiel, the Beth-elite, had the hardihood to 
rebuild Jericho and for his pains he inherited the curse pronounced by 
Joshua, for no sooner had he laid the foundation than his eldest son was 
taken from him; and, when in the hardiness of his heart he went to set up 
the gates of the new city his youngest son died. When the Romans had 
gained control of Syria, Jericho again sprang to the front as one of the 
world’s beautiful cities. 

The country at this time was extremely fruitful. Josephus says: 
“Jericho was the most productive country about Judea. It contained a 
vast number of palm trees besides the balsam tree from which, after 
making incisions with a sharp stone, the juice dropped down like tears.” 
The Rev. T. De Witt Talmage say he saw Jericho in a dream just as it 
was when Mark Antony gave it to Cleopatra and this is how he describes 
it: “And I heard the hoofs of its swift steeds, and the rumbling of its 
chariots and the shouts of excited spectators in its amphi-theatre. And | 
there was white marble amid green groves of palm and balsam; cold stone 
wound with sculptured foliage; hard pillars cut into soft lace; [liads and 
Odysseys in granite; basalt jet as night, mounted by carbuncle flaming 
as the morning; upholstery dyed as though dipped in the blood of battle 
fields; robes encrusted with diamond; mosaics white as sea-foam flashed 
on by Auroras; gaieties which the sun saw by day, rivaled by revels 
the moon saw by night; blasphemy built against the sky; ceilings steller 
as the midnight heavens; grandeurs turretted, archivolted and inter- 
columnar: wickedness so appalling that vocabulary fails and we must 
make an adjective and call it Herodic.” 
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Scarcely a trace of the city is to be seen to-day so completely is it de- 
stroyed. Herod the Great bought it of Cleopatra and afterwards died in 
it commanding his sister Salome to have all of the principal Jews killed; 
he had shut them up in the city for that purpose so that the whole nation 
would be plunged into grief on his death. 

The palm trees and balsam trees are gone, the country round about 
produces nothing but weeds and thistles save down closer to the Jordan 
River where there is a small colony of inhospitable Russian people. Six 
miles from Jericho is the famous Dead Sea in which I have enjoyed 
several baths. The water is just like our American dead sea in Utah. 
There is a wonderful likeness in the two lakes. One of them receives the 
river Jordan that flows from the sea of Galilee, the other receives the river 
Jordan that flows from the Utah lake; they are both so heavy with salt 
that to sink in either of them is an impossibility. A half hour’s ride from 
where we took our Dead Sea bath, brings us to the banks of the Jordan 
at the reputed place of Joshua’s crossing with the children of Israel. 
Here is a bathing place resorted to by thousands of the Greek church. I 
saw a party of over a thousand Greeks here one day last spring and a very 
interesting sight it was to see them all, old and young, male and female, 
without any regard for propriety, plunge nude and heedless into a promis- 
cuous bath. 

Some of these pilgrims were old and feeble, and had saved a life-time 
for money to bring them these thousands of miles to bathe in this stream, 
alike sacred to the Christian, Jew and the cast out Ishmaelite. 

I well remember my first bath there and the thoughts that passed 
through my mind as I sat on the bank at the traditional place of our 
Lord’s baptism, eating my lunch and resting after a long hot ride. Here 
rang out the “voice of one crying in the wilderness, Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of Heaven isat hand.” “Then went out to him Jerusalem and all 
Judea and all the region around about Jordan; ana were baptized of him 
in Jordan confessing their sins.” “And, the heavens were opened unto 
him and He saw the spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting 
upon him; lo! and a voice from heaven saying, This is my beloved son in 
whom I am well pleased.” 7 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


CHARGED WITH HERESY. 


THE Presbyterians have declared another7of their ministers, a Dr. Pre- 
served Smith, a heretic. This gentleman is said to have resolved to quit 
the church instead of carrying his case before the highest tribunal, where, 
of course, the decisions of the lower courts would be sustained. If he is 
of the right kind his withdrawal is likely to lead to a schism in the church. 
Such things have often happened and will happen again. One’ of the 
most remarkable instances in later years of what heresy trials sometimes 
lead to is furnished by the ecclesiastical history of Sweden... Fifty years 
ago there was hardly a dissenter in that country. Buta young Lutheran 
clergyman, A. Wiberg, was tried by his superiors for preaching heresy and 
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was suspended for six months. He never came back to the church but 
gathered followers by thousands, and to-day dissenters in Sweden are 
numerous enough to threaten the very existence of the established church. 

There seems to be neither glory nor profit in the heresy trials that are 
conducted ,by the churches now-a-days, and the reason may probably be 
found in'the fact that too little attention is paid to the necessary distinc- 
tion between doctrines that are essential to Christianity and those which 
are not looked upon as such. There are a great many questions discussed 
which,belong to a class of which Paul speaks when he asks: “Why dost 
thou}judge*thy brother?” as if the account each one has to give for him- 
self before a higher Judge were not sufficient. That a church has a right 
and even is under obligation to look to its members both as regards their 
views and morals is not to be denied. It would not be consistent to re- 
tain in the church people who do not believe in the resurrection for in- 
stance, or the atonement, or who deny that Jesus is the Christ. But 
when it comes to mere speculative questions and that on subjects not 
sufficiently explained by the books accepted as the Divine oracles, then 
heresy declarations are at variance with the spirit of Christianity. And 
when, as is sometimes the case, the ecclesiastical machinery is set in mo- 
tion by envy or other low motives, for the purpose of executing alleged 
Divine justice upon a morally good and honest, although perhaps in some 
respects mistaken, fellow-member, the spectacle presented is one to be 
viewed only with astonishment and regret.—Deseret News. 


MANUSCRIPT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


No fewer than 1,760 ancient manuscript copies of the New Testament in 
whole or in part exist, their abundance markedly contrasting with the 
small number which have come down to our own day of the classical 
writers. As no miracle has been wrought to preserve copysists from — 
error, the last century added up 30,000 various readings in the New Testa- 
ment manuscripts; and the present one has increased the number to 
150,000. Some interesting particulars are given in the “Sunday School- 
teacher’s Bible Manual” for December. Only the merest fraction of them 
are of any consequences; and their number, and the fact that they were 
made originally in different parts of the world and from a variety of 
manuscripts, enable Biblical students to detect and eliminate the errors 
and approximate to the original text more closely than if the various 
“readings” were fewer. This tedious but necessary work has been 
carried out with untiring energy. The New Testament manuscripts 
fall into two divisions: “Uncials,” written in Greek capitals, with no 
distinction at all between the different words, and very little even 
between the different lines; and “Cursives,” in smal] Greek letters, and 
with divisions of words and lines. Professor Roberts dates the change 
between the two kinds of Greek writing about the tenth century. Only 
five manuscripts of the New Testament approaching to completeness 
are more ancient than this dividing date. The first, numbered by Biblical 
critics A, is the Alexandrian manuscript. Though brought to this country 
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by Cyril Lucar, patriarch of Constantinople, as a present to Charles I, it 
is believed that it was written, not in that capital, but in Alexandria; 
whence its title. It is now dated in the fifth century a.p. The second 
(known as B) is the Vatican manuscript. It has been in the Vatican 
library from 1475 or an earlier period, but not till A.D. 1859 was an edition 
of it published, and that one, by Cardinal Mai, when issued, was uncritical 
and of little value. But in 1868 a fac-simile of it came forth, so that now 
it is fully accessible to scholars. The Vatican manuscript dates from the 
middle of the fourth century, if not even from an earlier period. The 
third (C), or the Ephraem manuscript, was so called because it was written 
over the writings of Ephraem, a Syrian theological author—a practice 
very common in the days when writing materials were scarce and dear. 
It is believed that it belongs to the fifth century, and perhaps a slightly 
earlier period of it than the manuscript A. The fourth (D), or the manu- 
script of Beza, was so called because it belonged to the reformer Beza, 
who found it in the monastery of St. Irenzus at Lyons in a.p. 1562. It is 
imperfect, and is dated in the sixth century. The fifth (called Alpha) is 
the Sinaitic manuscript obtained in 1844 by Professor Tischendorf from 
the monks belonging to the convent of St. Catherine, on Mount Sinai. It 
contains the whole New Testament. It is believed that it was made in 
the fourth century, and its value to the Biblical critic is very great. Any 
other “uncial” manuscripts that exist are only fragmentary. The cursive 
manuscripts, though numerous, are of too late a date to stand on the same 
level for critical purposes as the “uncials.” It is possible indirectly to 
gain access in whole, or in part, to the readings in manuscripts which have 
perished. There were early versions of the New Testament in different 
languages, such as the Syric, etc. In many cases these were made from 
manuscripts not now existing, but the translation shows what the original 
must have been. Christians of the early ages, like those now living, were 
accustomed formally to quote, or informally to allude to, particular Scrip- 
ture passages. When there is reason to believe that it was done with 
precision, it is easy to ascertain from their writings what the original 
reading was in the manuscript of the New Testament in their possession. 
—Public Opinion. 


THE COLDEST COLD. 


THE science of chemistry, like that of geography, has its undiscovered 
North Pole. Four hundred and sixty-one degrees below the freezing 
point of the Fahrenheit thermometer (—274 degrees C.) lies a mysterious, 
specially indicated degree of cold which science has long been gazing to- 
ward and striving to attain, wondering meanwhile what may be the con- 
ditions of matter at this unexplored point. Its existence has long been 
indicated and its position established in two different ways, viz., the regu- 
larly diminishing volumes of gases, and the steady falling off in the resist- 
ance made by pure metals to the passage through theni of electricity under 
increasing degrees of cold. This point, to which both these processes 
tend as an ultimate, is called the zero of absolute temperature. By more 
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than one eminent observer it is supposed to be the temperature of inter- 
stellar space, the normal temperature of the universe. Whether or not 
this supposition be'correct, the efforts which have been"made and are still 
in progress to reach this degree of cold have been many, diverse and in- 
genious; the equipment of,the explorer being not boats,"“condensed foods 
and the general’machinery of ice exploration, but all the varied resources 
of mechanics and of chemistry which can be combined}to compass the 
extremest degrees of cold.—McClure’s: Magazine. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

William Vandyke, of Ogden, was badly injured by being thrown from a horse which 
stumbled and rolled over him. 

B. Birch, of Coalville, was thrown from a “bucking broncho” breaking his right leg 
between the knee and the hip. 

A. E. Lindholm, a young man employed by a plumbing firm in Salt Lake City, was 
badly scalded about the back and hips, December 9, 1893. 

A five-year-old daughter of Elias Tans, of Logan, while playing with some other 
children, was badly bitten by a vicious dog. The dog was promptly killed. 

Two car loads, or 49,000 pounds, of Utah dried fruit have been shipped to Chicago by 
Z. C. M. I., of Salt Lake City. Several more cars will soon be sent east. 

The Tabernacle Choir will probably attend the Midwinter Fair to be held in San 
Francisco, California. The date has not been fixed upon though February 22, 1893, 
Washington’s birth day, is suggested. 

Hon. F. J. Kiesel, ex-mayor of Ogden, has received word that the Idanha mineral 
water, bottled at Soda Springs, has received the first prize at the World’s Fair, in com- 
petition with all other mineral waters. 


Mrs. James Udy, of Farmington, Davis County, dropped dead in her doorway at 7 am., 
December 4, 1893. The cause is supposed to have been an affection of the heart. She was 
getting ready to go to Salt Lake in a carriage with some of her family. She was sixty- 
seven years of age. 

A ledge of litho-stone has been discovered in Spanish Fork Canyon, near Springville, 
Utah County. Expert lithographers have pronounced it fully as good as that brought 
from Germany, if it can be found in blocks large enough. This may prove a most valu- 
able industry for Utah. 


Owing toa broken wheel, the freight train, due in Ogden December 10, 1893, was wrecked 
in Echo Canyon while descending Castle hill just above Echo. Seventeen freight cars, 
laden with Midwinter Fair exhibits, oil, whisky and general merchandise, were ditched, 
and the intermingled mass afterwards caught fire and burned until the greater part was 
completely destroyed. 


Word has reached Logan that a young man named Harmon Smith was caught out in 
a heavy rain and snow storm between Wooley’s ranch, at the head of Blackfoot River, 
and Auburn in Star Valley, and had to camp out two nights without bedding, food or 
fire, during the continuance of the storm, and for several days after it had ceased. His 
hands and feet will probably have to be amputated. 


On the afternoon of December 11, Miss Sophia Hartvigsen, of Hyrum, Cache County, 
was thrown from a frightened horse. Her foot was caught in the stirrup, and she was 
dragged, head downward, for several hundred yards over the rough ground before her 
foot become disengaged. The attendant physician found that her spine was fractured, 
that there had been concussion of the brain, and that she was internally injured. 


| 


